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onsidering his reputation as one of Rye, New York’s preeminent builders, Robert
Georgio came into his profession by an unusual path. Indeed, he found himself in
the construction business almost by accident. Georgio was in the shoe business
for some 25 years, opening approximately a dozen stores and designing many
of them himself. “Before you know it, you’re ripping the roof off of one building or the floor
out of another,” he says, adding, “I came away from that experience with a keen sense
of construction.” That building is in his blood didn’t hurt his chances of getting into the
business either: both his father and grandfather were builders.
In 2001 Georgio decided to answer his calling and launched Georgio Custom Builders.
Perhaps stemming from his earlier experiences creating his own stores, Georgio differs
from other builders by maintaining involvement in not only the construction process, but
the design as well. When a client hires him to create a custom home, he often presents a
number of possibilities in order to help that client discover their specific taste and the style
of home they’re seeking—just as an architect might do. Yet that is not to say that Georgio
also serves as the architect on individual projects: he is very much a collaborator, working
closely with architects in addition to superintendents, subcontractors and his own office
staff so that each home is a shared vision.

“Before you know it,
you’re ripping the roof
off of one building or
the floor off another.”

BY Andrew Wood
Director of Content
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In some cases Georgio isn’t trying to discover what his client wants. Sometimes Georgio
himself is the client. At least that’s the way he treats himself when he embarks on the
process of building a spec home, or as he calls it, “a custom home just for me, as I like to
think of it—and if someone wants to buy it from me they can go right ahead. Down to the
coloration and tile selection, it’s just like I’m working with a customer.” Case in point are
two residences he is currently building on Apawamis Avenue, a highly sought-after part of
Rye, New York that is home to several distinctive Old World residences and within walking
distance of top-rated schools and area beaches.
Rye brokerage agent Liz Ross, who has long marketed and sold Georgio’s homes, is
excited about his latest project. “From day one I’ve been telling him that he has to build a
property on Apawamis,” she says. “Now, those homes are the buzz; people stop me all the
time to talk about them. They are the most exciting development going on in town right
now.”
Part of the reason for the buzz might be that the homes stand out so much from those
that surround it. Eschewing other common architectural styles in Rye, Georgio elected
to build in the Hamptons beachfront style, working alongside architect Rex Gedney.
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Featuring cedar shingle exteriors, the residences are composed of
natural materials such as the stone in the baths and countertops,
and earthy, neutral shades prevail throughout. Georgio is utilizing
green products when it comes to the insulation, HVAC systems and
paint. With regard to the layout, “We try to keep it very casual,” he
says. “There is a large movement toward joining the family room and
kitchen, so that it becomes a large gathering room and the nucleus of
the house whether you’re eating, cooking or relaxing by the fireplace.”
Those kitchens are outfitted with the most top-of-the-line appliances
including Sub-Zero refrigerators, Wolfe ranges and Miele dishwashers,
and they even offer counters that double as built-in scales for
precision in food preparation. Each home, scheduled for completion
before the end of 2014, will also have a full finished basement with
playroom and gym.
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In downtown Rye Georgio keeps a store where
customers and potential clients can begin to
visualize how a Georgio custom-built home might
look. “It makes it easy for buyers to see what they’re
getting when they can actually walk into a showroom
and see the kitchen settings done, the bathroom
settings done, the finished mudrooms and so on,”
says Ross. There Georgio, ever the designer in
addition to the builder, also sells his own special
brand of cabinetry. These English-style bespoke
cabinets can be found in every home he builds.
They serve as that perfect finishing touch—the
brushstroke of the artist signing his masterpiece.
141 Apawamis Avenue in Rye, New York (Web
ID: 21435246) is offered at $4,650,000, and 143
Apawamis Avenue (Web ID: 21435321) is offered at
$4,895,000. For more information, please contact Liz
Ross with Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s International Realty’s
Rye Brokerage at +1 914 882 3937 or
liz.ross@juliabfee.com.
(Top) Estate in Purchase, New York - Built in 2009 (Bottom) 143 Apawamis Avenue in Rye, New York • Web ID: 21435321
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